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Rural Oregon skews older
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Current Policy Discussions in Salem

• Oregon Budget
– $1.6 billion hole
– Cuts to Oregon Project Independence
– Medicaid Long Term Care 

• Quality of care (Purple Ribbon Commission)
• Shortage of caregiving workforce
• Affordable housing
• Prescription drug prices
• Transportation 
• Family caregiver supports – training, respite
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Current Policy Discussions in Washington, DC

• Affordable Care Act repeal and replacement
– Medicaid long term care block grants/funding cuts
– Increased insurance premiums for older people

• Change in tax credit
• Age rating – 3 to 1 vs. 5 to 1

• Medicare privatization
• Cuts to Meals on Wheels



What is Different in Rural Oregon 
than in Urban?

• Transportation needs 
different, but how?

• Lack of workforce?
• Lack of respite options?
• Housing costs?
• Medical care?

– Telemedicine

• Caregiver training?

• Information and referral 
systems? 
– E.g., the ADRC

• Isolation?
• Poverty?
• Elder Abuse

– Financial and physical
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