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From the Chair
 he Department of 
 Medical Informatics & 
 Clinical Epidemiology 
(DMICE) continues to thrive 
despite uncertain times. Th is past 

year has been 
transitional 
for us, as the 
third round 
of fi ve-year 
funding for 
the Evidence-
Based Practice 
Center came 
to a close, and 

the large-scale federal support for 
our various informatics educational 
programs started to wind down. 
External to the department, we have 
also had to deal with uncertainty, 
both with declining federal 
funding for biomedical research 
(exacerbated by the sequester) and 
continued budgetary challenges 
at Oregon Health & Science 
University.

But as always, DMICE manages 
to move forward. Th e Evidence-
based Practice Center has been 
renewed in the fourth fi ve-year 
round of funding and has received 
a steady stream of new systematic 
review contracts. At the same time, 
research grants and enrollment in 
the graduate program continue to 
be strong for the informatics side of 
the department as well.

However, this does not mean 

T

 he Informatics Discovery Lab 
 (IDL) has launched. With a goal 
 of building partnerships 
between the Department of Medical 
Informatics & Clinical Epidemiology 
(DMICE) and industry, the IDL is 
focused on driving innovation and 
deployment of informatics solutions to 
problems in healthcare and research.

Not only will the IDL bring fresh 
perspectives to the work of DMICE 
researchers and educators, these part-
nerships will create new educational 
and employment opportunities for 
students and external partners, iden-
tify research opportunities for faculty, 
and give the department the ability to 

T

Continued on Page 16

Informatics Discovery Lab Focuses on 

Building Partnerships with Industry 

Th e Informatics Discovery Lab leadership team includes:  row one (left  to right): 
Robert Schuff , Aaron Cohen, David Dorr; row two: Judith Logan, Deborah 
Woodcock, Shannon McWeeney, William Hersh.
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 s the OHSU School of 
 Medicine held its commence-
 ment ceremony on Monday, 
June 3, 2013 in Portland, the Depart-
ment of Medical Informatics & Clini-
cal Epidemiology celebrated a record 
number of graduates in its programs 
for the 2012-13 academic year – 108. 
With 514 graduates in the School of 
Medicine this year, DMICE students 
comprised 21% of the total graduates, 
exceeded only by the 118 students 
receiving MD degrees.

Th ree students received a doctor of 
philosophy degree (listed with their 
dissertation topic):

Kyle H. Ambert, Corvallis, OR
Dissertation: Text-mining tools for 
optimizing community database 
curation workfl ows in neuroscience

David L. Gibbs, Loveland, CO
Dissertation: Integrated signatures of 
disease using network methods

James Arthur McKanna, Nashville, TN
Dissertation: Understanding divided 
attention and its relation to aging and 
cognitive decline through unobtrusive 
continuous measures

Five students received a master of 
science in biomedical informatics 
(listed with their thesis topic):

Priya Bhatt, Portland, OR
Th esis: Assessing multivariate analysis 
of GWAS for identifi cation of genetic 
variants in Alzheimer’s Disease

Damian A. Borbolla, Portland, OR
Th esis: Initial evaluation of a continu-
ing medical education system integrat-
ed into an Electronic Health Record in 
an academic hospital in Argentina

Chantel Chivon McCoy, Tigard, OR
Th esis: Identifi cation of miRNA-
targeted cellular pathways in 
Flavivirus-infl ected cells

Joseph Andrew Reistetter, Gurnee, IL
Th esis: Diff erential expression 
of modules by mycobacterium 
tuberculosis infecting human dendritic 
cells and macrophages

Vanina Lorena Taliercio, Portland, OR
Th esis: Factors associated with physi-
cians’ clinical research productivity: 
Can informatics resources improve the 
capacity for research?

Twenty-eight students received a 
master of biomedical informatics 
(listed with their capstone or 
internship project):

Ethan Allen Roger Bachrach, West 
Richland, WA
Capstone: Evaluation of an eligible 
hospital’s Electronic Health Record 
build and implementation, with respect 
to stage 2 meaningful use requirements

James M. Bailey, Clermont, GA
Capstone: Development of a business 
intelligence tool for the extraction, 
analysis, display, and utilization of 
early warning system alerts

Sary O. Beidas, Augusta, GA
Capstone: What are residents’ 
information seeking habits during non-
work hours?

Th omas A. Blehl, Orlando, FL
Internship: A journey in Healthcare 
Informatics: A bumpy road to a 
moving target

Michelle Lynn Carter, Portland, OR
Internship: Clinical experience for the 
technically-minded: An internship with 
the Department of Medical Informatics 
at NW Kaiser Permanente

David H. Choi, Th ousand Oaks, CA

A

Largest Number of Students in Program History 
Receive Biomedical Informatics Degrees in 2012-13

 n June 10-11, 2013, DMICE 
 hosted investigators and 
 funders for the Concussion 
Guidelines project for a two-day 
work meeting, including presentation 
of results to-date and articulation 
of future projects. Th e Concussion 
Guidelines project is a collaboration 
among the Brain Trauma Foundation, 
OHSU, the Department of Defense, 
and the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention. Th e purpose of the 
project is to develop an evidence-
based defi nition for concussion and 
to derive diagnostic criteria and 
prognostic indicators. Th e Brain 
Trauma Foundation’s Center for 
Guidelines Management, housed 
in DMICE and directed by Nancy 
Carney, Ph.D., research associate 

Department Hosts Concussion 

Guidelines Meeting in June
professor, was awarded a three-year 
contract to perform the work.  

In addition to Dr. Carney, 
DMICE speakers included Annette 
Totten, Ph.D., research assistant 
professor, Hugo du Coudray, Ph.D., 
professor, Roger Chou, M.D., associ-
ate professor and Evidence-based 
Practice Center director, and William 
Hersh, M.D., professor and chair.

One outcome of the meeting 
was a new contract to perform the 
fi rst task of the “Immediate Action” 
mandate of the National Research 
Action Plan response to the Executive 
Order (NRAP 2013): to develop a 
clinically meaningful classifi cation 
system of traumatic brain injury to 
replace the current mild/moderate/
severe nomenclature.  ■

O
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Internship: Exploring the OHM 
problem: Evaluating Legacy Employee 
Health’s soft ware solution

Kit R. Craft on, Cary, NC
Internship: Value attribution and the 
decision support system

Anthony Michael Dunnigan, 
Phoenix, AX
Capstone: Seeking higher ground: A 
comprehensive review of literature 
examining utilization of the Electronic 
Health Record in primary care to 
optimize workfl ow and patient care

David Keith English, Oakland, CA
Capstone: Evaluation of an emergency 
department system replacement project

Joseph Phillip Fazio, III, Portland, OR
Capstone: Pharmacy informatics 
certifi cate program curriculum 
development

Justin Barrows Fletcher, Portland, OR
Capstone: An evaluation of the skills 
requirements of health information 
and privacy executives

Eric Karl Gebhardt, La Center, WA
Capstone: Th e patient identifi cation 
process as it relates to Electronic Health 
Record safety: A literature review

Timothy Peter Gray, Portland, OR
Capstone: Upgrading to Epic 10 at 
Oregon Health & Science University: 
Monitoring and assessing the Electronic 
Health Record upgrade process

David Jonathan Gutglass, San Diego, 
CA
Capstone: Can a clinical decision 
support tool increase adherence 
to a practice guideline in children 
presenting to the emergency 
department with minor head injury?

Michael E. Kordek, Mountain Top, PA
Capstone: Alert fatigue by other 
names: Review of contributing fi elds 
regarding the “cry wolf ” eff ect

Yetunde Olabisi Laniran, Portland, OR
Internship: Electronic Health Record 
for employee health: Challenges and 
idiosyncrasies

Front row (left  to right): David Gutglass, Marianne Outzen, Kathleen Engstrom, 
Michelle Carter, Mary Ellen Mattson, Cora Bosshart, Lek Taylor, Bill Hersh, Seema 
Mohindra, Isolde Knaap, Charmydevine Beane, Deb Woodcock, Priya Bhatt
Back row (left  to right): David Gibbs, Kristen Sandersen, Rex Williamson, Justin 
Fletcher, Karen Eden, Shannon McWeeney, Aaron Cohen, Eric Gebhardt, Kyle 
Ambert, Paul Gorman, James “Zephy”  McKanna, Kelly Gossen, Arthur Knepper, 
Matthew Pharr (behind Deb Woodcock), Joan Rote, Judi Hofman.
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Lim SongCheng, Darren, Singapore
Capstone: Physician perceptions of 
CPOE order set types

Mary Ellen Mattson, Lino Lakes, MN
Internship: Bringing awareness of 
patient care one fl oor at a time: Patient 
Dashboard

Seema Mohindra, Salem, OR
Internship: Implementing Epic-ACE 
at West Valley Hospital

Marianne Outzen, Davis, CA
Internship: Automated quality 
reporting: Clinical quality measures 
and meaningful use

Michael Anderson Padula, 
Philadelphia, PA
Capstone: Development of the HL7 
neonatology functional profi le for EHR 
systems

Diane Gahan Petersen, Homer, AK
Internship: A tale of two internships: 
diverse opportunities in Informatics

Matthew Th omas Pharr, Beaverton, OR
Internship: My Experience with 
Impact Advisors

Joan Murray Rote, Medford, OR
Internship: Eff ective EpicCare 
ambulatory training for provider 
profi ciency

Paul Z. Seville, Los Angeles, CA
Internship: mHealth roadmap for 
wellness and chronic disease

Minakshi Tikoo, West Simsbury, CT
Capstone: A meta analysis codebook 
to assess the relationship between EHR 
implementation and health outcomes

Yves A. Vimegnon, Portland, OR
Capstone: Usability of a medication 
adherence application on a smartphone

Rex Moff ett Williamson, Longview, TX
Capstone: Preparation of a genomic 
dataset for an investigative project: 
Discovery of sporadic Alzheimer’s Dis-
ease implicated gene variants through 
analysis of epitasis within pathways

Seventy-two students receive a 
graduate certifi cate in biomedical 
informatics, a 24-credit-hour program 
to provide knowledge and skills 
in the application of information 
technology in health care:
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Faculty Focus: Joanne Valerius, M.P.H., R.H.I.A.
 t all started with an issue of 
 Reader’s Digest years ago. Th at’s 
 where the father of assistant profes-
sor Joanne Valerius, M.P.H., R.H.I.A., 
fi rst heard about the new fi eld of 
health information management 
(HIM). At the same time Valerius, 
who was working as a candy striper in 
a local hospital, found a fl yer outside 
their HIM department and decided to 
go into the fi eld, then also known as 
medical records.

Fast forward to 2013 where 
Valerius is director of the health 
information management program, 
one of the tracks in the DMICE 
educational program at OHSU.

From her start as a medical 
record technician at North Memorial 
Hospital and then as a manager at the 
University of Minnesota Hospital, 
Valerius moved to the College of St. 
Catherine in Minneapolis-St. Paul, 
where she chaired the Information 
Management Department. Along 
the way she got her M.P.H. in 
interdisciplinary studies and is 
currently fi nishing her dissertation 
at the University of Minnesota for 
a doctorate in work, family, and 
community education.

Valerius has created and 
developed HIM programs at the 
certifi cate, bachelor, and master’s 
levels. Arriving at OHSU in 2007, 
Valerius developed the DMICE HIM 
curriculum and spearheaded the 
application for accreditation by the 
Commission on the Accreditation of 
Health Informatics and Information 
Management (CAHIIM), which was 
granted in 2009 for the certifi cate 
program and 2012 for the master’s 
program. 

Today students interested in 
health information management have 

the choice of three degree programs 
at OHSU: graduate certifi cate, master 
of biomedical informatics, or master 
of science. Students completing 
the program are eligible to sit for 
the Registered Health Information 
Administrator (R.H.I.A.) credential.

Valerius regularly teaches 
the HIM courses on Managing 
Information Governance; Managing 
Clinical Classifi cation and 
Reimbursement Systems; Applied 
Legal and Ethical Issues in Health 
Information Practice; and Managing 

based medical record system and now 
manage electronic health records. She 
has also participated in qualitative 
research with the Kids and Cops 
program, corporate company, and 
healthcare, where diversity issues have 
been the primary obstacles. Valerius 
is also interested in burnout in faculty 
in distance education programs.

On the international front, 
Valerius worked with the Korean 
Medical Hospital in Ethiopia in 
2012 and has spoken at several 
international conferences. In October 
2013, she will travel to Beijing to 
attend the World Health Organization 
meeting, where she is a member of 
the WHO Family of International 
Classifi cations Network functioning 
and disability reference group.

What lies ahead for health 
information management? Th e 
biggest change in HIM that Valerius 
sees on the horizon is teaching 
higher level skills in analyzing data, 
and DMICE is preparing for that 
challenge . ■

I

Joanne Valerius, M.P.H., R.H.I.A.“We have reduced 

duplication in HIM 

specifi c courses with 

general biomedical 

informatics courses.” 

– Joanne Valerius, 

M.P.H., R.H.I.A.

Professional Practice and Practicum. 
In the DMICE program, she has also 
taught Organizational Behavior and 
Management; Healthcare Quality; 
and Ethical, Legal and Social Issues in 
Biomedical Informatics.

“I enjoy collaborating with 
many DMICE faculty members,” 
Valerius said. “We have reduced 
duplication in HIM specifi c courses 
with general biomedical informatics 
courses.” Valerius also enjoys 
working with students a great deal 
as well as working with the DMICE 
administrative staff  “because of their 
brilliance and great support of faculty 
and students.”

Some of Valerius’ research 
interests include a qualitative study of 
the experiences of health information 
managers with more than 20 years of 
experience, who have managed paper-



 he Pacifi c Northwest Evidence-
 based Practice Center (EPC), 
 based in the Department 
of Medical Informatics & Clinical 
Epidemiology, has received ten task 
orders from the Agency for Health-
care Research and Quality since the 
beginning of 2013.

“Th ese awards are an exciting 
opportunity as the EPC moves 
forward in this fourth cycle and 
underscore the strengths of the strong 
partnership between OHSU, the 
University of Washington’s CHASE 
Alliance, and Spectrum Research, 
Inc.,” said Roger Chou, M.D., 
associate professor and EPC director, 
who is leading fi ve of the ten projects.

Led by Dr. Chou, the systematic 
review on imaging for hepatocellular 
carcinoma (HCC) will look imaging 
techniques available to identify the 
presence of lesions, diagnose HCC, 
and determine staging, all critical to 
making informed treatment decisions. 
OHSU will partner with the Universi-
ty of Washington (UW) CHASE Alli-
ance for this review, which runs from 
March 15, 2013 to March 14, 2014.

A task order awarded in May fo-
cuses on the eff ectiveness and risks of 
long-term opioid treatment of chronic 
pain. Th e project will run from May 
30, 2013-November 19, 2014, with Dr. 
Chou as principal investigator, and 
includes a topic refi nement project as 
well as a systematic review. As one of 
the EPC partners, the UW CHASE 
Alliance will work with OHSU on this 
topic. Richard Deyo, M.D., M.P.H., 
Kaiser-Permanente Endowed Profes-
sor of Evidence-based Medicine in 
the OHSU Department of Family, is a 
co-investigator.

EPC investigators on a third 
task order will conduct a topic 

refi nement and systematic review on 
diagnosis and treatment of myalgic 
encephalomyelitis/chronic fatigue 
syndrome, a condition that aff ects 
an estimated 800,00 people in the 
United States. M.E. Beth Smith, D.O., 
assistant professor of medicine, leads 
the project, which runs from June 
7, 2013-December 6, 2014. Co-
investigators at OHSU include Marian 
McDonagh, Pharm.D., associate 
professor and EPC associate director, 
Heidi D. Nelson, M.D., M.P.H., 
research professor, Annette Totten, 
Ph.D., research assistant professor, 
and Elizabeth Haney, M.D., associate 
professor of medicine.

Another project led by Dr. Chou, 
a technical brief, will focus on imag-
ing techniques for metastatic breast 
cancer and provide an overview of 
key issue related to these medical 
technologies. Th is task order runs 
from August 12, 2013-March 12, 
2014, with OHSU working with the 
UW CHASE Alliance.

With a rapid increase in the use 
of spinal injection therapies in the 
past decade, the EPC will conduct 
a topic refi nement, with an option 
for a systematic review, on pain 
management injection therapies for 
low back pain. With the UW CHASE 
Alliance and Spectrum Research, Inc. 
as partners, the project will be led by 
Dr. Chou and runs from August 21, 
2013-February 20, 2014.

A sixth task order from AHRQ 
will focus on bladder cancer, the 
fourth most commonly diagnosed 
cancer in men and the tenth most 
commonly diagnosed cancer in wom-
en in the United States. Th e project 
runs from September 9, 2013-March 
7, 2014 for topic refi nement, with an 
option for two systematic reviews. Led 
by Dr. Chou, the project also involves 
the UW CHASE Alliance, with OHSU 
co-investigators David Buckley, M.D., 
M.P.H., research assistant professor of 
family medicine, and Shelley Selph, 
M.D., EPC post-doctoral fellow.

T

Th e leadership of the Pacifi c Northwest Evidence-based Practice Center includes 
Elaine Graham, M.L.S., program manager, Roger Chou, M.D., director, and 
Marian McDonagh, Pharm.D., associate director. 
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Evidence-based Practice Center Conducts Reviews 
of 10 Healthcare Topics for Agency for Healthcare 
Research and Quality

Continued on Page 18
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O
 n April 1, 2013, in conjunction
 with the OHSU School of 
 Medicine 125th anniversary 
lecture series, the Department of 
Medical Informatics & Clinical 
Epidemiology celebrated a decade of 
excellence, its tenth anniversary as a 
department.

While biomedical informatics 
research fi rst came to OHSU in 1989 
with the start of the Biomedical Infor-
mation Communication Center, the 
research and educational programs 
came together as a freestanding divi-
sion within the School of Medicine 
in 1997, the Division of Biomedical 
Informatics & Outcomes Research. In 
2003, the unit became a full-fl edged 
department, aka DMICE.

As part of the celebration, seven 
faculty participated in an aft ernoon 
panel discussing how their work and 
contributions of the department have 
impacted OHSU and health care. 
Professor and chair William Hersh, 
M.D., facilitated the panel, which 
featured:

Joan Ash, Ph.D., M.L.S., M.B.A., 
professor and vice chair

Roger Chou, M.D., associate professor 
and Evidence-based Practice 
Center director

Aaron Cohen, M.D., M.S., associate 
professor

David Dorr, M.D., M.S., associate 
professor and vice chair

Karen Eden, Ph.D., associate 
professor and associate director for 
Ph.D. and post-doctoral programs

Shannon McWeeney, Ph.D., 
professor and head, Division of 
Bioinformatics and Computational 
Biology

Heidi Nelson, M.D., M.P.H., research 
professor and vice chair

 Following a lecture by Eric Dish-
man, general manager, Intel Health 
Strategy & Solutions, DMICE spon-
sored a poster and demonstration 
session in the OHSU Old Library. ■

DMICE Celebrates 10th Anniversary as a Department

DMICE chair William Hersh, M.D., off ers a toast to faculty and staff  in honor 
of the 10th anniversary of the Department of Medical Informatics &  Clinical 
Epidemiology.

David Dorr, M.D., M.S., discusses his research as part of the faculty panel on 
DMICE research and contributions to OHSU and health care.

Adriel Gorsuch demonstrates an electronic health record simulation to guest 
speaker Eric Dishman of Intel, as DMICE chair William Hersh, M.D., looks on. 
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Posters

• EPC Reports for the US Preventive Services Task Force, Christina Bougatsos

• A Collaborative Data Visualization Tool for Evidence-Based Guideline Development, Steve Bedrick

• Body Mass Index and Breast Cancer Risk of Women in Th eir 40s: Systematic Review and Meta-analysis, 
Amy Cantor

• Evaluation of Electronic Health Record Implementation in Ophthalmology: Impact on Patient Volume, Provider 
Time and Clinical Documentation, Michael Chiang

• A Large Scale Analysis of the Reasons Given for Excluding Articles that are Retrieved by Literature Search 
During Systematic Review, Aaron Cohen and Tracy Edinger

• Understanding Safety Events in Pre-hospital Emergency Medical Services for Children, Erika Cottrell

• Predictors of Hospital TOLAC Policies in California, Erika Cottrell

• Evidence-based Decision Aids in Women’s Health Improve the Decision-making Process, Karen Eden

• Skills Requirements of Health Information Security and Privacy Executives, Justin Fletcher

• Pacifi c Northwest Evidence-based Practice Center, Elaine Graham and Ngoc Wasson

• Biomedical Informatics Shared Resource, Michelle Hribar

• Th e Importance of Quality Measures in GI Specialty Practices: A Qualitative Study, Judy Logan

• Drug Eff ectiveness Review Project, Marian McDonagh and Ngoc Wasson

• Using EHR Simulations to Improve Patient Safety, Adriel Gorsuch and Vishnu Mohan

• How Results of BRCA Mutation Testing Predict Risks for Breast or Ovarian Cancer, Heidi Nelson

• Benefi ts and Harms of Medications to Reduce Risk for Primary Breast Cancer, Heidi Nelson

• American Pain Society, Miranda Pappas

• Th e Department of Medical Informatics and Clinical Epidemiology, Kathryn Pyle

• Systematic Review of the Benefi ts and Harms of Metformin to Treat Obesity in Nondiabetic Children, 
Shelley Selph

• Public Reporting as a Quality Improvement Strategy, Annette Totten

• A Biomedical Informatics Success Story: University-based Training for Workforce Development Funded by the 
Offi  ce of the National Coordinator, Joanne Valerius

• Multivariate Analysis of GWAS for Identifi cation of Genetic Variants in Endophenotypes Related to Alzheimer’s 
Disease, Beth Wilmot

• Making Sense of Medical Research Identify, Evaluating, and Synthesizing Eff ective Health Care Research, 
Ngoc Wasson

• Comparative Eff ectiveness Research Center, Ngoc Wasson

Demonstrations

• Breast Cancer Decision Aid, Karen Eden

• Cognitive Health Coaching Project: Coaching Platform and Automated Messaging System, Jennifer Marcoe

• Cognitive Health Coaching Project: Models of Divided Attention, James “Zephy” McKanna

• Cognitive Health Coaching Project: Memory Using Adaptive Computer Games, Krystal Klein

• Mobile Phone Medication Reminder/Education System, Yves Vimegnon

• HitWalker: Variant Prioritization for Personalized Functional Cancer Genomics, Shannon McWeeney

• Using EHR Simulations to Improve Patient Safety, Vishnu Mohan

• Graphlet Counter, Kemal Sonmez

• Making Sense of Medical Research: Identifying, Evaluating, and Synthesizing Eff ective Health Care Research, 
Ngoc Wasson
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Faculty/Staff  
Update
Awards and achievements

Judith Logan, M.D., M.S. ’98, 
was promoted to professor of medical 
informatics & clinical epidemiology, 
as of July 1, 2013.

For the third time in the three 
years of the award, William Hersh, 
M.D., professor and chair, was 
selected as one of the Top 25 Clinical 
Informaticists of the year by Modern 
Healthcare. Th e program recognizes 
medical professionals who excel at 
using patient-care data to improve 
both the clinical and fi nancial 
performance of their healthcare 
organizations. 

Paul Gorman, M.D., associate 
professor, was appointed Chair of 
the Curriculum Committee in the 
OHSU School of Medicine. He is also 
one of 23 faculty on the Curriculum 
Transformation team.

Michael Chiang, M.D., professor, 
is assistant editor of the Journal of 
the American Medical Informatics 
Association, where he manages the 
student editorial board. Chiang has 
also been named to the editorial 
board of EyeNet Magazine.

Th e Emergency Medicine 
Foundation named professor Robert 
Lowe, M.D., M.P.H., as one of 12 “EMF 
Trailblazers” in emergency medicine 
research over the past 40 years.

Melissa Haendel, Ph.D., 
assistant professor, has been added 
to the advisory board for Th e 
Reproducibility Initiative, which 
aims to help scientists validate their 
research fi ndings by providing a 
mechanism for blind, independent 
replication by experts.

Grants

Jayashree Kalpathy-Cramer, 
Ph.D., M.S., adjunct assistant 
professor, and professor Michael 
Chiang, M.D., are principal 

investigators of a two-year, R21 
grant funded by the National Eye 
Institute, Automated Classifi cation 
of Retinopathy of Prematurity using 
Machine Learning. 

Mark Helfand, M.D, M.P.H., 
M.S, professor, is principal 
investigator of a VA-funded project 
to conduct a feasibility study of VA 
patient narratives. Professor Joan 
Ash, Ph.D., is serving as principal 
investigator of the OHSU part of the 
project.

Vishnu Mohan, M.D., M.B.I. 
‘09, assistant professor, is co-
investigator on a three-year grant 
from the Association of American 
Medical Colleges and Th e Patrick 
and Catherine Weldon Donaghue 
Medical Research Foundation titled 
“Electronic Health Record Simulation 
to Improve Communication and 
Reduce Errors in the ICU.” Dr Mohan 
will develop an EHR-centered ICU 
rounding simulation and determine 
how to optimize interprofessional 
rounds to improve error recognition, 
foster communication, and enhance 
patient safety.

Presentations and posters

Professor and chair William 
Hersh, M.D., gave presentations 
throughout the nation and across the 
globe over the past year.

Finding the Future Workforce 
to Support Data-Driven Healthcare, 
AAMC Academic Health Center 
IT Leaders Forum, 2012 CHIME 
Fall CIO Forum, Palm Springs, CA, 
October 16, 2012.

From Implementation to Analyt-
ics: Th e Future Work of Informatics, 
VII Jornadas Universitarias de Siste-
mas de Información en Salud, Hos-
pital Italiano Department of Health 
Informatics, Buenos Aires, Argentina, 
November 28, 2012.

Opportunities for Collaboration 
Between Biomedical Informatics and 
Basic, Clinical, and Translational 
Sciences, OHSU Knight Cancer 
Research/Translational Meeting, 
Portland, OR, December 14, 2012.

Global Challenges in Biomedical 
Informatics: Data-Rich, Information-
Driven Future of Healthcare, Monthly 
Academic Session with Biomedical 
Informatics Department Faculty, 
Facultad de Medicina, Universidad 
Nacional Autónoma de México 
(UNAM), Mexico City, Mexico, 
March 14, 2013.

Teaching Biomedical and Health 
Informatics: Current Concepts, 
Jornadas de Educación Médica 2013, 
e-Educación en Ciencias de la Salud: 
Evidencia, Teoría y Práctica, Facultad 
de Medicina, Universidad Nacional 
Autónoma de México (UNAM), 
Mexico City, Mexico, March 15, 2013.

 Update on Biomedical and 
Health Informatics from the US 
Perspective, Faculty of Tropical 
Medicine, Mahidol University, 
Bangkok, Th ailand, March 28, 2013.

Th e Data-Rich, Information-
Driven Future of Healthcare, 
Intersystems Corp. Healthcare 
Leadership Conference, Orlando, 
FL, April 9, 2013, and also at IEEE 
Oregon Computer Society and IEEE 
Oregon Engineering in Medicine 
and Biology Chapter, Beaverton, OR, 
April 23, 2013.

Informatics is Not Just for 
Clinicians: Opportunities for a Future 
in Informatics, OHSU Information 
Technology Group Meet the Expert 
Session, Portland, OR, April 19, 2013.

Caveats and Recommendations 
for Use of Operational Electronic 
Health Record Data for Research 
and Other Purposes, Biomedical 
Informatics Grand Rounds, 
Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical 
Center Informatics Program, 
Hanover, NH, May 3, 2013, and also 
at International Conference on Big 
Data and Analytics in Healthcare 
Conference, Singapore, July 10, 2013.

Hersh also participated as a 
panelist six times in the past year.

Workforce/eSkills – US and EU 
Approaches to Health IT Workforce 
and Health, Fall 2012 Transatlantic 
Health IT/eHealth Cooperation Sym-
posium, Boston, MA, October 24, 2012.
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Continued on Page 10

Late Breaking Session - Update 
on the Subspecialty Certifi cation in 
Clinical Informatics, AMIA Annual 
Symposium 2012, Chicago, IL, 
November 5, 2012 (Panelist, Concerns 
Th at Must Be Addressed for Building 
Capacity of the Clinical Informatics 
Subspecialty).

Health IT Training Needs for the 
Future, 2012 ONC Annual Meeting – 
Workforce Program Day, Washington, 
DC, December 11, 2012.

 Informatics Practica and Intern-
ships – Defi nitions, Value Proposi-
tion, Best Practices, AMIA Academic 
Forum, Nashville, TN, May 22, 2013 
(Panelist, Informatics Practicums and 
Internships – Experience of OHSU).

Th e AMIA 10×10 (“Ten by 
Ten”) Program: An International 
Approach to Building Informatics 
Capacity, Medinfo 2013, Copenhagen, 
Denmark, August 21, 2013.

Th e New Clinical Informatics 
Medical Subspecialty in the United 
States, Medinfo 2013, Copenhagen, 
Denmark, August 21, 2013.

Professor Judith Logan, M.D., 
M.S. presented a paper on behalf of 
fi rst author Vanina Taliercio, M.D., 
M.S. ’13 at Medinfo 2013 in Copen-
hagen, Denmark August 22, 2013. Th e 
paper was entitled Developing a Sur-
vey to Assess Factors that Contribute 
to Physician Involvement in Clinical 
Research. Adjunct assistant professor 
Jayashree Kalpathy-Cramer, Ph.D., 
M.D., was also a co-author.

Th is past year Michael Chiang, 
M.D., professor, was an invited 
speaker about telemedicine, 
computer-based image analysis, 
and electronic health records at 
conferences in Italy (9/2012), Mexico 
(1/2013), Boston, MA (4/2013), 
Washington, D.C, (4/2013), San 
Diego, CA (5/2013), Hawaii (6/2013), 
and Brazil (8/2013).

Roger Chou, M.D., associate pro-
fessor, was interviewed on the OPB 
radio program Th ink Out Loud on 
November 26, 2012, on Making HIV 
Tests Routine. Chou led the evidence 
review used by the US Preventive 

Services Task Force to make a Grade 
A recommendation for screening per-
sons ages 15-65 for HIV infection.

Melissa Handel, Ph.D., assistant 
professor, presented Integrated 
Semantic Framework: Launching the 
Next Generation at VIVO 2013 in St. 
Louis, MO August 14-16, 2013.

At the Oregon Health Information 
Management Association meeting on 
May 16, 2013, in  Portland, Justin 
Fletcher, Ph.D., gave a talk, Is Medical 
Privacy and Security an Illusion?

Publications

Ambert KH, Cohen AM. Text-
mining and neuroscience. Int Rev 
Neurobiol. 2012;103:109-32. 

Arighi CN, Carterette B, Cohen 
KB, Krallinger M, Wilbur WJ, Fey P, 
Dodson R, Cooper L, Van Slyke CE, 
Dahdul W, Mabee P, Li D, Harris B, 
Gillespie M, Jimenez S, Roberts P, 
Matthews L, Becker K, Drabkin H, 
Bello S, Licata L, Chatr-aryamontri 
A, Schaeff er ML, Park J, Haendel M, 
Van Auken K, Li Y, Chan J, Muller 
HM, Cui H, Balhoff  JP, Chi-Yang Wu 
J, Lu Z, Wei CH, Tudor CO, Raja K, 
Subramani S, Natarajan J, Cejuela JM, 
Dubey P, Wu C. An overview of the 
BioCreative 2012 Workshop Track III: 
interactive text mining task. Database 
(Oxford). 2013 Jan 17;2013:bas056. 

Ash JS, McCormack JL, Sittig DF, 
Wright A, McMullen C, Bates DW. 
Standard practices for computerized 
clinical decision support in 
community hospitals: a national 
survey. J Am Med Inform Assoc. 2012 
Nov-Dec;19(6):980-7

Boland MV, Chiang MF, Lim 
MC, Wedemeyer L, Epley KD, Mc-
Cannel CA, Silverstone DE, Lum F; 
American Academy of Ophthalmol-
ogy Medical Information Technology 
Committee. Adoption of electronic 
health records and preparations for 
demonstrating meaningful use: an 
American Academy of Ophthalmol-
ogy Survey. Ophthalmology. 2013 
Aug;120(8):1702-10.

Borbolla D, Gorman P, Del Fiol 
G, Mohan V, Hersh W, Otero C, Luna 

D, Gonzalez Bernaldo De Quiros F. 
Physicians perceptions of an educa-
tional support system integrated into 
an electronic health record. Stud Health 
Technol Inform. 2013;186:125-9.

Bottomly D, Wilmot B, 
Tyner JW, Eide CA, Loriaux 
MM, Druker BJ, McWeeney SK. 
HitWalker: variant prioritization 
for personalized functional cancer 
genomics. Bioinformatics. 2013 Feb 
15;29(4):509-10. 

Chan P, Th yparampil PJ, 
Chiang MF. Accuracy and speed of 
electronic health record versus paper-
based ophthalmic documentation 
strategies. Am J Ophthalmol. 2013 
Jul;156(1):165-172.e2. 

Chang SM, Carey TS, Kato EU, 
Guise JM, Sanders GD. Identifying 
research needs for improving health 
care. Ann Intern Med. 2012 Sep 
18;157(6):439-45.

Chesnut RM, Temkin N, Carney 
N, Dikmen S, Pridgeon J, Barber 
J, Celix JM, Chaddock K, Cherner 
M, Hendrix T, Lujan S, Machamer 
J, Petroni G, Rondina C, Videtta 
W. Traumatic brain injury in Latin 
America: lifespan analysis random-
ized control trial protocol. Neurosur-
gery. 2012 Dec;71(6):1055-63. 

Chesnut RM, Temkin N, Carney 
N, Dikmen S, Rondina C, Videtta W, 
Petroni G, Lujan S, Pridgeon J, Barber 
J, Machamer J, Chaddock K, Celix 
JM, Cherner M, Hendrix T. A trial of 
intracranial-pressure monitoring in 
traumatic brain injury. N Engl J Med. 
2012 Dec 27;367(26):2471-81. 

Chiang MF, Chou PY, Wang WJ, 
Sze CI, Chang NS. Tumor suppressor 
WWOX and p53 alterations and drug 
resistance in glioblastomas. Front 
Oncol. 2013;3:43. 

Chiang MF, Yang SY, Lin IY, 
Hong JB, Lin SJ, Ying HY, Chen CM, 
Wu SY, Liu FT, Lin KI. Inducible 
deletion of the Blimp-1 gene in 
adult epidermis causes granulocyte-
dominated chronic skin infl ammation 
in mice. Proc Natl Acad Sci U S A. 
2013 Apr 16;110(16):6476-81. 
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Chiang MF. Image analysis for 
retinopathy of prematurity: where 
are we headed? J AAPOS. 2012 
Oct;16(5):411-2. 

Chou R, Bougatsos C, Blazina 
I, Dana T, Cantor A. Treatment of 
Hepatitis C Virus Infection in Adults: 
Future Research Needs: Identifi cation 
of Future Research Needs From 
Comparative Eff ectiveness Review 
No. 76 [Internet]. Rockville (MD): 
Agency for Healthcare Research and 
Quality (US); 2013 Jan.

Chou R, Cantor A, Bougatsos 
C, Zakher B. Screening for HIV 
in pregnant women: systematic 
review to update the U.S. Preventive 
Services Task Force recommendation 
[Internet]. Rockville (MD): Agency 
for Healthcare Research and Quality 
(US); 2012 Nov.

Chou R, Cantor A, Zakher B, 
Mitchell JP, Pappas M. Preventing 
dental caries in children <5 years: 
systematic review updating USPSTF 
recommendation. Pediatrics. 2013 
Aug;132(2):332-50. 

Chou R, Cantor AG, Zakher B, 
Bougatsos C. Screening for HIV in 
pregnant women: systematic review 
to update the 2005 U.S. Preventive 
Services Task Force recommendation. 
Ann Intern Med. 2012 Nov 
20;157(10):719-28. 

Chou R, Cottrell EB, Wasson N, 
Rahman B, Guise JM. Screening for 
hepatitis C virus infection in adults 
[Internet]. Rockville (MD): Agency 
for Healthcare Research and Quality 
(US); 2012 Nov.

Chou R, Cottrell EB, Wasson N, 
Rahman B, Guise JM. Screening for 
hepatitis C virus infection in adults: 
a systematic review for the U.S. 
Preventive Services Task Force. Ann 
Intern Med. 2013 Jan 15;158(2):101-8. 

Chou R, Dana T, Bougatsos C, 
Blazina I, Starmer A, Reitel K, Buck-
ley D. Pressure ulcer risk assessment 
and prevention: comparative eff ec-
tiveness [Internet]. Rockville (MD): 

Agency for Healthcare Research and 
Quality (US); 2013 May.

Chou R, Dana T, Bougatsos C, 
Blazina I, Starmer AJ, Reitel K, Buck-
ley DI. Pressure ulcer risk assessment 
and prevention: a systematic compar-
ative eff ectiveness review. Ann Intern 
Med. 2013 Jul 2;159(1):28-38. 

Chou R, Hartung D, Rahman B, 
Wasson N, Cottrell E, Fu R. Treat-
ment for hepatitis C virus infection 
in adults [Internet]. Rockville (MD): 
Agency for Healthcare Research and 
Quality (US); 2012 Nov.

Chou R, Hartung D, Rahman 
B, Wasson N, Cottrell EB, Fu 
R. Comparative eff ectiveness of 
antiviral treatment for hepatitis C 
virus infection in adults: a systematic 
review. Ann Intern Med. 2013 Jan 
15;158(2):114-23. 

Chou R, Selph S, Dana T, 
Bougatsos C, Zakher B, Blazina 
I, Korthuis PT. Screening for HIV: 
systematic review to update the 
U.S. Preventive Services Task Force 
recommendation [Internet]. Rockville 
(MD): Agency for Healthcare 
Research and Quality (US); 2012 Nov.

Chou R, Selph S, Dana T, 
Bougatsos C, Zakher B, Blazina 
I, Korthuis PT. Screening for HIV: 
systematic review to update the 2005 
U.S. Preventive Services Task Force 
recommendation. Ann Intern Med. 
2012 Nov 20;157(10):706-18. 

Chou R, Wasson N. Blood tests 
to diagnose fi brosis or cirrhosis in 
patients with chronic hepatitis C virus 
infection: a systematic review. Ann In-
tern Med. 2013 Jun 4;158(11):807-20. 

Chou R. ACP Journal Club. 
Review: epidural corticosteroids 
reduce short- but not long-term leg 
pain and disability in sciatica. Ann 
Intern Med. 2013 May 21;158(10):JC7. 

Chou R. Commentary: Successful 
spinal fusion surgery: can we improve 
the odds? Spine J. 2013 Feb;13(2):
110-2. 

Chou R. Steering patients to relief 
from chronic low back pain: opioids’ 
role. J Fam Pract. 2013 Mar;62(3 
Suppl):S8-13.

Cottrell EB, Chou R, Wasson N, 
Rahman B, Guise JM. Reducing risk 
for mother-to-infant transmission of 
hepatitis C virus: a systematic review 
for the U.S. Preventive Services Task 
Force. Ann Intern Med. 2013 Jan 
15;158(2):109-13. 

Dahdul WM, Balhoff  JP, 
Blackburn DC, Diehl AD, Haendel 
MA, Hall BK, Lapp H, Lundberg JG, 
Mungall CJ, Ringwald M, Segerdell 
E, Van Slyke CE, Vickaryous MK, 
Westerfi eld M, Mabee PM. A 
unifi ed anatomy ontology of the 
vertebrate skeletal system. PLoS One. 
2012;7(12):e51070. 

Dale JA, Behkami NA, Olsen GS, 
Dorr DA. A multi-perspective analy-
sis of lessons learned from building an 
Integrated Care Coordination Infor-
mation System (ICCIS). AMIA Annu 
Symp Proc. 2012;2012:129-35. 

Darnall BD, Stacey BR, Chou R. 
Medical and psychological risks and 
consequences of long-term opioid 
therapy in women. Pain Med. 2012 
Sep;13(9):1181-211

Edinger T, Cohen AM, Bedrick 
S, Ambert K, Hersh W. Barriers to 
retrieving patient information from 
electronic health record data: failure 
analysis from the TREC Medical 
Records Track. AMIA Annu Symp 
Proc. 2012;2012:180-8. 

Elliott AF, Davidson A, Lum F, 
Chiang MF, Saaddine JB, Zhang X, 
Crews JE, Chou CF. Use of electronic 
health records and administrative 
data for public health surveillance 
of eye health and vision-related 
conditions in the United States. 
Am J Ophthalmol. 2012 Dec;154(6 
Suppl):S63-70

Engelstad ME, Bastodkar P, 
Markiewicz MR. Medial canthopexy 
using transcaruncular barb and 
miniplate: technique and cadaver 
study. Int J Oral Maxillofac Surg. 2012 
Oct;41(10):1176-85. 

Engelstad ME, Bastodkar P, 
Markiewicz MR. Response to trans-
caruncular medial canthopexy with 
wire and miniplate revisited. Int J Oral 
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Maxillofac Surg. 2013 Jun;42(6):798-9. 
Farahvar A, Gerber LM, Chiu 

YL, Carney N, Härtl R, Ghajar 
J. Increased mortality in patients 
with severe traumatic brain injury 
treated without intracranial pressure 
monitoring. J Neurosurg. 2012 
Oct;117(4):729-34. 

Faulkner E, Annemans L, Garri-
son L, Helfand M, Holtorf AP, Horn-
berger J, Hughes D, Li T, Malone D, 
Payne K, Siebert U, Towse A, Veenstra 
D, Watkins J; Personalized Medicine 
Development and Reimbursement 
Working Group. Challenges in the 
development and reimbursement of 
personalized medicine-payer and 
manufacturer perspectives and im-
plications for health economics and 
outcomes research: a report of the 
ISPOR personalized medicine special 
interest group. Value Health. 2012 
Dec;15(8):1162-71. 

Ferris MT, Aylor DL, Bottomly 
D, Whitmore AC, Aicher LD, Bell 
TA, Bradel-Tretheway B, Bryan JT, 
Buus RJ, Gralinski LE, Haagmans BL, 
McMillan L, Miller DR, Rosenzweig 
E, Valdar W, Wang J, Churchill GA, 
Th readgill DW, McWeeney SK, Katze 
MG, Pardo-Manuel de Villena F, Baric 
RS, Heise MT. Modeling host genetic 
regulation of infl uenza pathogenesis 
in the collaborative cross. PLoS 
Pathog. 2013 Feb;9(2):e1003196. 

Fierson WM; American Academy 

of Pediatrics Section on Ophthalmol-
ogy; American Academy of Ophthal-
mology; American Association for 
Pediatric Ophthalmology and Strabis-
mus; American Association of Certi-
fi ed Orthoptists [includes Chiang M]. 
Screening examination of premature 
infants for retinopathy of prematurity. 
Pediatrics. 2013 Jan;131(1):189-95. 

Fishman SM, Young HM, 
Lucas Arwood E, Chou R, Herr K, 
Murinson BB, Watt-Watson J, Carr 
DB, Gordon DB, Stevens BJ, Bakerjian 
D, Ballantyne JC, Courtenay M, 
Djukic M, Koebner IJ, Mongoven JM, 
Paice JA, Prasad R, Singh N, Sluka 
KA, St Marie B, Strassels SA. Core 
competencies for pain management: 
results of an interprofessional 
consensus summit. Pain Med. 2013 
Jul;14(7):971-81. 

Fu R, Selph S, McDonagh M, Pe-
terson K, Tiwari A, Chou R, Helfand 
M. Eff ectiveness and harms of recom-
binant human bone morphogenetic 
protein-2 in spine fusion: a systematic 
review and meta-analysis. Ann Intern 
Med. 2013 Jun 18;158(12):890-902. 

Ghajar J, Carney N. Intracranial-
pressure monitoring in traumatic 
brain injury. N Engl J Med. 2013 May 
2;368(18):1749. 

Gibbs DL, Baratt A, Baric RS, 
Kawaoka Y, Smith RD, Orwoll ES, 
Katze MG, McWeeney SK. Protein 
co-expression network analysis 

(ProCoNA). J Clin Bioinforma. 2013 
Jun 1;3(1):11. 

Gorman PN, O’Malley JP, Fagnan 
LJ. Th e relationship of self-report of 
quality to practice size and health 
information technology. J Am Board 
Fam Med. 2012 Sep-Oct;25(5):614-24. 

Guaiquil VH, Hewing NJ, 
Chiang MF, Rosenblatt MI, Chan 
RV, Blobel CP. A murine model for 
retinopathy of prematurity identifi es 
endothelial cell proliferation as a 
potential mechanism for plus disease. 
Invest Ophthalmol Vis Sci. 2013 Aug 
7;54(8):5294-302.

Guise JM, Mladenovic J. In 
situ simulation: identifi cation of 
systems issues. Semin Perinatol. 2013 
Jun;37(3):161-5. 

Guise JM, Nagel JD, Regensteiner 
JG; Building Interdisciplinary 
Research Careers in Women’s Health 
Directors. Best practices and pearls 
in interdisciplinary mentoring from 
Building Interdisciplinary Research 
Careers in Women’s Health Directors. 
J Womens Health (Larchmt). 2012 
Nov;21(11):1114-27. 

Guise JM, O’Haire C, McPheeters 
M, Most C, Labrant L, Lee K, Barth 
Cottrell EK, Graham E. A practice-
based tool for engaging stakeholders 
in future research: a synthesis of 
current practices. J Clin Epidemiol. 
2013 Jun;66(6):666-74. 

Hartung DM, Guise JM, Fagnan 
LJ, Davis MM, Stange KC. Role of 
practice-based research networks in 
comparative eff ectiveness research. J 
Comp Eff  Res. 2012 Jan;1(1):45-55.

Hersh WR, Weiner MG, Embi PJ, 
Logan JR, Payne PR, Bernstam EV, 
Lehmann HP, Hripcsak G, Hartzog 
TH, Cimino JJ, Saltz JH. Caveats 
for the use of operational electronic 
health record data in comparative 
eff ectiveness research. Med Care. 2013 
Aug;51(8 Suppl 3):S30-7.

Hewing NJ, Kaufman DR, Chan 
RV, Chiang MF. Plus disease in 
retinopathy of prematurity: qualitative 
analysis of diagnostic process by 
experts. JAMA Ophthalmol. 2013 Aug 
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Melissa Haendel, Ph.D., assistant professor, presented at the VIVO Conference in 
St. Louis, Mo., Au g. 14-16, 2013. VIVO is an open source semantic web application.



1;131(8):1026-32. 
Hewing NJ, Weskamp G, Vermaat 

J, Farage E, Glomski K, Swendeman 
S, Chan RV, Chiang MF, Khokha R, 
Anand-Apte B, Blobel CP. Intravitreal 
injection of TIMP3 or the EGFR 
inhibitor erlotinib off ers protection 
from oxygen-induced retinopathy in 
mice. Invest Ophthalmol Vis Sci. 2013 
Jan 30;54(1):864-70. 

Hickam DH, Weiss JW, Guise JM, 
Buckley D, Motu’apuaka M, Graham 
E, Wasson N, Saha S. Outpatient case 
management for adults with medical 
illness and complex care needs 
[Internet]. Rockville (MD): Agency 
for Healthcare Research and Quality 
(US); 2013 Jan.

Holmer HK, Ogden LA, Burda 
BU, Norris SL. Quality of clinical 
practice guidelines for glycemic 
control in type 2 diabetes mellitus. 
PLoS One. 2013;8(4):e58625. 

Kang KB, Orlin A, Lee TC, 
Chiang MF, Chan RV. Th e use of 
digital imaging in the identifi cation 
of skip areas aft er laser treatment for 
retinopathy of prematurity and its 
implications for education and patient 
care. Retina. 2013 Apr 23. [Epub 
ahead of print]

Keck KM, Kalpathy-Cramer J, 
Ataer-Cansizoglu E, You S, Erdogmus 
D, Chiang MF. Plus disease diagnosis 
in retinopathy of prematurity: 
vascular tortuosity as a function of 
distance from optic disk. Retina. 2013 
Mar 27. [Epub ahead of print]

Kirkendall ES, Spooner SA, 
Logan JR. Evaluating the accuracy of 
electronic pediatric drug dosing rules. 
J Am Med Inform Assoc. 2013 Jun 28. 
[Epub ahead of print]

Lambert SR, Melia M, Buff enn 
AN, Chiang MF, Simpson JL, Yang 
MB. Rebound tonometry in children: 
a report by the American Academy of 
Ophthalmology. Ophthalmology. 2013 
Apr;120(4):e21-7. 

Lin DS, Chiang MF, Ho CS, 
Hsiao CD, Lin CY, Wang NL, Chuang 

CK, Huang YW, Chang PC, Liu HL. 
Low-frequency enzyme replacement 
therapy in late-onset Pompe disease. 
Muscle Nerve. 2013 Apr;47(4):612-3. 

March CA, Steiger D, Scholl G, 
Mohan V, Hersh WR, Gold JA. Use of 
simulation to assess electronic health 
record safety in the intensive care 
unit: a pilot study. BMJ Open. 2013 
Apr 10;3(4). 

Margolis A, Joglar F, de Quirós 
FG, Baum A, Fernández A, García 
S, Arredondo AL, Hersh WR. 10x10 
comes full circle: Spanish version 
back to United States in Puerto 
Rico. Stud Health Technol Inform. 
2013;192:1134.

Maxson JE, Gotlib J, Pollyea DA, 
Fleischman AG, Agarwal A, Eide CA, 
Bottomly D, Wilmot B, McWeeney 
SK, Tognon CE, Pond JB, Collins 
RH, Goueli B, Oh ST, Deininger MW, 
Chang BH, Loriaux MM, Druker 
BJ, Tyner JW. Oncogenic CSF3R 
mutations in chronic neutrophilic 
leukemia and atypical CML. N Engl J 
Med. 2013 May 9;368(19):1781-90. 

McCormack JL, Ash JS. Clinician 
perspectives on the quality of patient 
data used for clinical decision 
support: a qualitative study. AMIA 
Annu Symp Proc. 2012;2012:1302-9. 

McDonagh M, Peterson 
K, Raina P, Chang S, Shekelle P. 
Avoiding bias in selecting studies. 
Methods guide for eff ectiveness and 
comparative eff ectiveness reviews 
[Internet]. Rockville (MD): Agency 
for Healthcare Research and Quality 
(US); 2013 Feb 20.

McDonagh MS, Jonas DE, 
Gartlehner G, Little A, Peterson K, 
Carson S, Gibson M, Helfand M. 
Methods for the drug eff ectiveness 
review project. BMC Med Res 
Methodol. 2012 Sep 12;12:140. 

McDonagh MS, Peterson K, 
Balshem H, Helfand M. US Food 
and Drug Administration documents 
can provide unpublished evidence 
relevant to systematic reviews. J Clin 
Epidemiol. 2013 Jul 12. [Epub ahead 
of print]

McGregor JC, Bearden DT, 
Townes JM, Sharp SE, Gorman 
PN, Elman MR, Mori M, Smith 
DH. Comparison of antibiograms 
developed for inpatients and primary 
care outpatients. Diagn Microbiol 
Infect Dis. 2013 May;76(1):73-9.

McMullan JT, Pinnawin A, 
Jones E, Denninghoff  K, Siewart N, 
Spaite DW, Zaleski E, Silbergleit R; 
Neurological Emergencies Treatment 
Trials investigators [including Lowe 
RA]. Th e 60-day temperature-
dependent degradation of midazolam 
and Lorazepam in the prehospital 
environment. Prehosp Emerg Care. 
2013 Jan-Mar;17(1):1-7. 

Mohan V, Abbott P, Acteson S, 
Berner ES, Devlin C, Hammond 
WE, Kukafk a R, Hersh W. Design 
and evaluation of the ONC health 
information technology curriculum. 
J Am Med Inform Assoc. 2013 Jul 5. 
[Epub ahead of print]

Mohan V, Hersh WR. 
Development and evaluation of an 
electronic health record confi guration 
and customization laboratory course 
for clinical informatics students. Stud 
Health Technol Inform. 2013;192:1122.

Nagiel A, Espiritu MJ, Wong 
RK, Lee TC, Lauer AK, Chiang MF, 
Chan RV. Retinopathy of prematurity 
residency training. Ophthalmology. 
2012 Dec;119(12):2644-5.e1-2. 

Nason KS, Murphy T, Schindler 
J, Schipper PH, Hoppo T, Diggs 
BS, Sauer DA, Shaheen NJ, Morris 
CD, Jobe BA; Barrett’s Esophagus 
Risk Consortium (BERC). A cross-
sectional analysis of the prevalence of 
Barrett esophagus in otolaryngology 
patients with laryngeal symptoms. J 
Clin Gastroenterol. 2013 Jun 6. [Epub 
ahead of print]

Nelson HD, Selph S, Bougatsos 
C, Blazina I. Behavioral interventions 
and counseling to prevent child \
abuse and neglect: systematic 
review to update the U.S. Preventive 
Services Task Force recommendation 
[Internet]. Rockville (MD): Agency 
for Healthcare Research and Quality 
(US); 2013 Jan.
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Nelson HD, Smith ME, Griffi  n 
JC, Fu R. Use of medications to 
reduce risk for primary breast cancer: 
a systematic review for the U.S. 
Preventive Services Task Force. Ann 
Intern Med. 2013 Apr 16;158(8):604-14. 

Nelson HD. Menopausal 
hormone therapy and primary 
prevention. Ann Intern Med. 2013 Jan 
15;158(2):141. 

Norris SL, Holmer HK, Ogden 
LA, Burda BU, Fu R. Characteristics 
of physicians receiving large payments 
from pharmaceutical companies and 
the accuracy of their disclosures in 
publications: an observational study. 
BMC Med Ethics. 2012 Sep 26;13:24. 

Norris SL, Holmer HK, Ogden 
LA, Fu R, Abou-Setta AM, Viswana-
than MS, McPheeters ML. Selective 
outcome reporting as a source of bias 
in reviews of comparative eff ective-
ness [Internet]. Rockville (MD): 
Agency for Healthcare Research and 
Quality (US); 2012 Aug.

Norris SL, Holmer HK, Ogden 
LA, Selph SS, Fu R. Confl ict of 
interest disclosures for clinical 
practice guidelines in the national 
guideline clearinghouse. PLoS One. 
2012;7(11):e47343. 

O’Tierney PF, Lewis RM, 
McWeeney SK, Hanson MA, Inskip 
HM, Morgan TK, Barker DJ, Bagby G, 
Cooper C, Godfrey KM, Th ornburg 
KL. Immune response gene profi les 
in the term placenta depend upon 
maternal muscle mass. Reprod Sci. 
2012 Oct;19(10):1041-56. 

Oster NV, Carney PA, Allison 
KH, Weaver DL, Reisch LM, Longton 
G, Onega T, Pepe M, Geller BM, 
Nelson HD, Ross TR, Tosteson 
AN, Elmore JG. Development of a 
diagnostic test set to assess agreement 
in breast pathology: practical 
application of the Guidelines for 
Reporting Reliability and Agreement 
Studies (GRRAS). BMC Womens 
Health. 2013 Feb 5;13:3. 

Pavel M, Jimison HB, Wactlar 
HD, Hayes TL, Barkis W, Skapik J, 
Kaye J. Th e role of technology and 

engineering models in transforming 
healthcare. IEEE Rev Biomed Eng. 
2013;6:156-77. 

Qaseem A, Barry MJ, Denberg 
TD, Owens DK, Shekelle P; Clinical 
Guidelines Committee of the 
American College of Physicians 
[including Chou R]. Screening for 
prostate cancer: a guidance statement 
from the Clinical Guidelines 
Committee of the American College 
of Physicians. Ann Intern Med. 2013 
May 21;158(10):761-9. 

Qaseem A, Chou R, Humphrey 
LL, Shekelle P; for the Clinical 
Guidelines Committee of the Ameri-
can College of Physicians. Inpatient 
Glycemic Control: Best Practice 
Advice From the Clinical Guidelines 
Committee of the American College 
of Physicians. Am J Med Qual. 2013 
Jun 7. [Epub ahead of print]

Rao MK, Morris CD, O’Malley 
JP, Davis MM, Mori M, Anderson S. 
Documentation and management of 
CKD in rural primary care. Clin J Am 
Soc Nephrol. 2013 May;8(5):739-48. 

Raven MC, Lowe RA, Maselli J, 
Hsia RY. Comparison of presenting 
complaint vs discharge diagnosis 
for identifying “ nonemergency” 
emergency department visits. JAMA. 
2013 Mar 20;309(11):1145-53. 

Saha S, Smith MEB, Totten 
A, Fu R, Wasson N, Rahman B, 
Motu’apuaka M, Hickam DH. 
Pressure ulcer treatment strategies: 
comparativeeEff ectiveness [Internet]. 
Rockville (MD): Agency for 
Healthcare Research and Quality 
(US); 2013 May.

Sanders DS, Lattin DJ, Read-
Brown S, Tu DC, Wilson DJ, Hwang 
TS, Morrison JC, Yackel TR, Chiang 
MF. Electronic health record systems 
in ophthalmology: impact on clinical 
documentation. Ophthalmology. 2013 
May 15. [Epub ahead of print]

Selph SS, Bougatsos C, Blazina I, 
Nelson HD. Behavioral interventions 
and counseling to prevent child abuse 
and neglect: a systematic review to 
update the US Preventive Services 

Task force recommendation. Ann 
Intern Med. 2013 Feb 5;158(3):179-90. 

Shaheen NJ, Weinberg DS, 
Denberg TD, Chou R, Qaseem 
A, Shekelle P; Clinical Guidelines 
Committee of the American College 
of Physicians. Upper endoscopy for 
gastroesophageal refl ux disease: best 
practice advice from the clinical 
guidelines committee of the American 
College of Physicians. Ann Intern 
Med. 2012 Dec 4;157(11):808-16.

Singh H, Ash JS, Sittig DF. Safety 
assurance factors for electronic health 
record resilience (SAFER): study 
protocol. BMC Med Inform Decis 
Mak. 2013 Apr 12;13:46. 

Smith ME, Totten A, Hickam 
DH, Fu R, Wasson N, Rahman B, 
Motu’apuaka M, Saha S. Pressure ul-
cer treatment strategies: a systematic 
comparative eff ectiveness review. Ann 
Intern Med. 2013 Jul 2;159(1):39-50. 

Stenger RJ, Smith J, McMullan JB 
Jr, Rodriguez GS, Dorr DA, Minniti 
M, Jaff e A, Pollack D, Anderson 
M, Kilo CM, Saultz JW. Defi ning 
the medical home: the Oregon 
experience. J Am Board Fam Med. 
2012 Nov-Dec;25(6):869-77. 

Sze CI, Su WP, Chiang MF, Lu 
CY, Chen YA, Chang NS. Assessing 
current therapeutic approaches 
to decode potential resistance 
mechanisms in glioblastomas. Front 
Oncol. 2013;3:59. 

Th aler KJ, Gartlehner G, Kien C, 
Van Noord MG, Th akurta S, Wines 
RCM, Hansen RA, McDonagh MS. 
Drug class review: targeted immune 
modulators: fi nal update 3 report 
[Internet]. Portland (OR): Oregon 
Health & Science University; 2012 Mar.

Th aler KJ, Morgan LC, Van 
Noord M, Jonas DE, McDonagh MS, 
Peterson K, Glechner A, Gartlehner 
G. A case study of pooled-studies 
publications indicated potential for 
both valuable information and bias. 
J Clin Epidemiol. 2013 Jul 10. [Epub 
ahead of print]

Th ompson M, Dana T, 
Bougatsos C, Blazina I, Norris 

Continued on Page 14
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Student/
Alumni News
Awards and achievements

MD/PhD student Julie Doberne 
is Student Advisor for Surgery 
College, OHSU School of Medicine, 
and is serving this year as student 
representative to the Biomedical 
Informatics Curriculum Committee. 

Doberne also received the 
Doernbecher Children’s Hospital 
Foundation Pediatric Clerkship Award.

Meryl Bloomrosen, M.B.I. 
student, has been appointed to the 
Editorial Board of the journal Applied 
Clinical Informatics. 

Paul DeMuro, J.D. M.B.A., 
postdoctoral fellow, has been named 
by Best Lawyers as Healthcare Lawyer 
of the Year for 2014 for Portland, OR.

DeMuro has been named Vice-
Chair, International Life Sciences and 
Health Law Committee of the Section 
of International Law of the American 
Bar Association.

DeMuro is also a member of the 
Journal of the American Medical Infor-
matics Association (JAMIA), Student 
Editorial Board, and Chair, Subcom-
mittee on the Endowment Fund of the 
AMIA Finance Committee.

Rhonda Luetkenhaus, B.S.R.T., 
certifi cate ’13, passed the new Certi-
fi ed Associate in Health Information 
and Management Systems (CAHI-
IMS) certifi cation off ered by HiMSS 
on July 27, 2013. Th e two-hour test 
covered topics on healthcare and 
technology environment; systems 
analysis, design, selection, implemen-
tation, support, maintenance, testing, 
and evaluation; privacy, and security; 
and administration leadership and 
management. 

Michael R. Berman, M.D., 
F.A.C.O.G., M.B.I. student, has 
become the medical director of the 
Labor and Delivery Unit and associate 
chairman for quality and patient 
safety, Department of Obstetrics 

SL. Screening for hypertension in 
children and adolescents to prevent 
cardiovascular disease. Pediatrics. 
2013 Mar;131(3):490-525. 

Vandorsten JP, Dodson WC, 
Espeland MA, Grobman WA, 
Guise JM, Mercer BM, Minkoff  HL, 
Poindexter B, Prosser LA, Sawaya 
GF, Scott JR, Silver RM, Smith L, 
Th omas A, Tita AT. NIH consensus 
development conference: diagnosing 
gestational diabetes mellitus. NIH 
Consens State Sci Statements. 2013 
Mar 6;29(1):1-31.

Viswanathan M, Carey TS, Belin-
son SE, Berliner E, Chang S, Graham 
E, Guise JM, Ip SS, Maglione MA, 
McCrory D, McPheeters M, Newber-
ry SJ, Sista P, White CM. Identifying 
and managing nonfi nancial confl icts 
of interest for systematic reviews 
[Internet]. Rockville (MD): Agency 
for Healthcare Research and Quality 
(US); 2013 May.

Wild KV, Mattek NC, Maxwell 
SA, Dodge HH, Jimison HB, 
Kaye JA. Computer-related self-

effi  cacy and anxiety in older adults 
with and without mild cognitive 
impairment. Alzheimers Dement. 2012 
Nov;8(6):544-52. 

Yang MB, Melia M, Lambert SR, 
Chiang MF, Simpson JL, Buff enn AN. 
Fibrin glue for closure of conjunctival 
incision in strabismus surgery: a 
report by the American Academy of 
Ophthalmology. Ophthalmology. 2013 
Jun 29. [Epub ahead of print]

Other News

William Hersh, M.D., professor 
and chair, John Hurdle, M.D., Ph.D., 
of the University of Utah School of 
Medicine, and Justin Fletcher, Ph.D., 
assistant professor, conducted an 
internal research project, Assessing 
the Public’s Attitude on Clinical 
Data Privacy Issues. Using the 
questionnaire, Donating Medical 
Record Information, members of the 
OHSU population were surveyed 
to determine their attitudes about 
clinical data privacy. TeSha English, 
M.D., anesthesiology resident (PGY-
3), was the drawing winner of an iPad 
Mini for those who participated in 
the survey. ■

Faculty/Staff  Update
Continued from Page 13
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 MICE would like to welcome 
 new primary, joint, and affi  liate 
 faculty members Arie Baratt, 
Ph.D. (primary); Erika Cottrell, 
Ph.D. (joint); Jennifer Devoe, M.D. 
(joint); Hugo du Coudray, Ph.D. 
(primary); Eric Hanson, M.D. (af-
fi liate); Izhak Shafran, Ph.D. (pri-
mary); Xubo Song, Ph.D. (primary); 
Guanming Wu, Ph.D. (primary); 
and Jamie Eastman, Ph.D. (joint) 
to the department. Faculty members 
with joint appointments hold primary 
appointments in other OHSU or VA 
departments but they also contribute 
signifi cantly to DMICE activities.

Joint, adjunct, and affi  liate faculty 
members who have had longstand-

New DMICE Faculty and Staff 
ing appointments in DMICE have 
just recently been asked to complete 
documentation so that we can put 
into place a formal process for track-
ing external faculty contributions. 
Th anks to those who have completed 
the paperwork; we urge those who re-
ceived Dr. William Hersh’s invitation 
to respond so that we can continue 
to update our fi les and include you in 
DMICE functions. 

In addition to new faculty, several 
new staff  joined DMICE recently. 
Monica Fraenkel is a research assis-
tant 2 working for the Evidence-based 
Practice Center. Deborah Woodcock, 
M.B.A., is the project manager for the 
Informatics Discovery Lab. ■

D



and Gynecology, Beth Israel Medical 
Center in New York City. 

Meryl Bloomrosen, M.B.A., 
R.H.I.A., F.A.H.I.M.A., M.B.I. student, 
has been appointed vice president of 
the American Health Information 
Management Association (AHIMA), 
the organization representing more 
than 67,000 health information 
management professionals.

Jobs/career changes/promotions

Th e University of North Carolina 
Health Care System in Chapel Hill, 
N.C., has appointed Donald C. Spen-
cer, M.D., M.B.A., certifi cate ’10, to 
the role of chief medical informatics 
offi  cer. Spencer will play a role in the 
enterprise system selection process 
and will be responsible for supporting 
the development of the chosen clini-
cal information system to improve the 
delivery of patient care.

Aaron Neinstein, M.D., 
certifi cate student, is now assistant 
clinical professor of medicine 
and assistant medical director 
of informatics at University of 
California, San Francisco.

Ed VanBaak, M.B.I. ’09, is now 
a senior implementation engineer 
with Caradigm, while continuing 
diabetes research with the University 
of Connecticut’s Family Medicine 
Department.

Michelle Smerek, certifi cate ’13, 
has taken a position as a research 
informaticist in the Clinical Research 
Informatics group at the Duke 
Clinical Research Institute. 

Margaret Henderson, M.L.I.S., 
A.H.I.P, certifi cate ’12, has become 
the fi rst director of research data 
management for VCU Libraries, 
working with all the schools and 
programs at Virginia Commonwealth 
University.

Cherbon VanEtten, ’09 M.B.I., 
recently took a new position, director 
of education, at Health Catalyst, a 
healthcare data warehousing and 
analytics soft ware company located in 
Salt Lake City, UT.

Justin Fossum, R.H.I.A., cer-

tifi cate ’10, was hired by Providence 
Health & Services as an Epic creden-
tialed ambulatory trainer.

Presentations and posters

Margaret Henderson, M.L.I.S., 
A.H.I.P., certifi cate ’12, presented a 
paper, Searching Patient Data: A Role 
for Librarians in the Improvement 
of Health Care, at the 2013 Medical 
Library Association Annual Meeting, 
May 7, 2013, in Boston, MA.

David Gibbs, Ph.D. ’12, 
presented Mind the Gap—Strategies 
for Integrating Proteomic Data for the 
Mass Spectrometry Special Interest 
Group at the 2013 International 
Society for Computation Biology 
conference in Berlin, Germany July 
19 - 23, 2013.

Paul DeMuro, J.D., M.B.A., 
postdoctoral fellow, gave several 
presentations recently: co-presenter, 
Social Media for More Patient-
Cost Eff ective Healthcare Delivery, 
MedInfo 2013, Th e 14th World 
Congress on Medical and Health 
Informatics, Copenhagen, Denmark, 
August 22, 2013.

Using Technology to Improve 
Quality and Lower Hospital Costs of 
Care, Los Angeles Regional Hospital 
Symposium, Los Angeles, CA, June 
10, 2013.

Co-presenter, Competitive and 
Effi  cient Physician Organizations 
and Biomedical Informatics and 
Accountable Care Under Health 
Reform, 2013.

California Society of Healthcare 
Attorneys Meeting and Spring Seminar, 
Newport Beach, CA, April 13, 2013.

Co-presenter, Clinical Integra-
tion, Health Informatics and Quality 
of Care, American Health Lawyers 
Association Webinar, April 4, 2013.

M.D./Ph.D. student Julie 
Doberne presented a four-minute 
mic talk at the National Library of 
Medicine Fellows Meeting in Salt 
Lake City, UT in June 2013.

Publications

Julie Doberne, M.D./Ph.D. stu- Continued on Page 20

dent, was fi rst author of: Doberne J, 
Diggs B, Tibayan F, Slater M, Chien C, 
Gelow J, Mudd J, Song H. Impact of 
ventricular assist device implantation 
on clinical and economic outcomes 
of heart transplantation in the United 
States from 2003-2007. World J Car-
diovasc Surg. 2013 Sept;3(5).

Aaron Neinstein, M.D., certifi -
cate student, had a recent publication: 
Neinstein, AB. From “pull” to “push”: 
A transformation in medicine. Com-
ment on “participatory surveillance of 
hypoglycemia and harms in an online 
social network”. JAMA Internal Medi-
cine. 2013; 173(5): 352-353.

Post-doctoral fellow Paul 
DeMuro, J.D., M.B.A., was author of 
several publications: DeMuro P. Risks 
to patient safety with emerging health 
information technologies. American 
Health Lawyers Association HIT News. 
2013, March; 16(1) and Health care 
of the future: information fl ow key to 
reform, Puget Sound Business Journal, 
February 1, 2013.

DeMuro also had several com-
mentaries on Th e Lund Report, a news 
site about the healthcare industry in 
Oregon: A healthcare odyssey without 
electronic health records, December 
20, 2012; What interoperable EHRs 
might have done to improve the 
patient care experience, January 30, 
2013; breaking down healthcare’s si-
los, March 16, 2013; Is it R.I.P. for solo 
and small physician practices? April 
24, 2013; Hospital-to-hospital clini-
cal integration programs represent 
good alternative, June 4, 2013; and 
Befuddled: health reform-where do 
all the delays leave the little guy, July 
11, 2013.

Ambert KH, Ph.D., ’13, Cohen 
AM. Text-mining and neuroscience. 
Int Rev Neurobiol. 2012;103:109-32. 

Ash JS, McCormack JL, Ph.D. 
student, Sittig DF, Wright A, McMul-
len C, Bates DW. Standard practices 
for computerized clinical decision 
support in community hospitals: a na-
tional survey. J Am Med Inform Assoc. 
2012 Nov-Dec;19(6):980-7.
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 welve college students spent 
 the summer of 2013 working 
 with DMICE faculty on bio-
medical informatics research projects. 
Now in its seventh year, the DMICE 
summer internship program receives 
partial funding from a grant from the 
National Library of Medicine (NLM), 
which provides support for eight 
students each summer.

A student from Chapman Uni-
versity, Colleen Tercek worked with 
Joan Ash, Ph.D., professor and vice 
chair. Tercek worked on a qualitative 
research project on making electronic 
health records safer.

Professor Michael Chiang, M.D., 
had two interns. William Wang, a 
student at Marquette University, 
worked on a computational analysis 
of retinopathy of prematurity. Reed 
College student Maha Pasha looked at 
electronic health record effi  ciency and 
clinical workfl ow in ophthalmology.

Geoff rey Rosen and Kathryn 
Cartwright both worked with David 
Dorr, M.D., M.S., associate professor 
and vice chair. Rosen, who is study-
ing at Emory University, worked on 
natural language processing for bio-
medical test results. Cartwright, from 
Oregon State University, focused on 
high value elements.

Working with Karen Eden, Ph.D., 
associate professor, on a mammogra-
phy decision aid were Katie Abrams, 
from Portland State University, and 
Lindsey Watson, from Washington 
State University Vancouver. Abrams 
focused on coding while Watson as-
sisted with cognitive interviewing.

Th ree students worked with 
professor Judy Logan, M.D, M.S. ‘98. 
Connor Bohan, from the University 
of Rochester, worked on a web-based 
tool for the storage and search of 
projects and publications while Port-
land State University student Nasim 

Sanati conducted a project entitled 
“from work fl ow to business rules.” 
Merliee Avery, a student at Case West-
ern Reserve University, worked on 
deduplication of patients in the CORI 
3 database.

Oregon State University stu-
dent Song Ge conducted research 
on improving patient safety through 
information, working for Vishnu 
Mohan, M.D., M.B.I. ’09, assistant 
professor, while Marc Leef, from the 

Twelve Undergraduates Work as Summer Interns 

During Seventh Year of DMICE Program

T
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University of Oregon, conducted an 
evaluation of soft ware tools for the 
annotation of sequence variants for 
clinical sequencing, with oversight 
from Christina Zheng, Ph.D., research 
assistant professor.

William Hersh, M.D., professor 
and chair, is principal investigator 
of the NLM grant, while Dr. Dorr  
serves as faculty lead of the internship 
program. ■

Building Partnerships
Continued from Page 1
diversify its funding base. 

 “We’re interested in working on 
major healthcare and health research 
challenges that can be best addressed 
by collaborative academic-industry 
development and implementation of 
informatics solutions,” said associate 
professor Aaron Cohen, M.D., M.S., 
Director of Commercial Partnerships 
and Collaboration within DMICE.

IDL research, conducted by 
DMICE faculty in partnership with 
industry and others, will focus on 
problems of mutual interest between 
the department and those partners. 
At present the IDL will focus on areas 
where DMICE has core competencies: 
data-driven approaches focusing on 
transformation, analysis, and appli-
cation of data to support healthcare 
redesign; care management and co-
ordination; making electronic health 
records (EHRs) more eff ective tools; 
and supporting translational research.

“Our deep level of expertise 
in informatics methodologies and 
the scientifi c rigor that we apply to 
problem-solving are two of the main 
contributions we bring to our part-
nerships,” said Dr. Cohen. 

On the educational side, the IDL 

seeks to complement the existing 
DMICE educational programs by of-
fering opportunities such as local and 
remote practicums and internships 
with industry partners for current 
students, and “executive sabbaticals” 
for healthcare system employees. 

Th e idea of better engaging with 
industry had existed for several years 
when, in early 2012, the depart-
ment engaged James Huntzicker, 
Ph.D., head of the OHSU Division of 
Management, to conduct a study to 
determine the feasibility of creating 
an externally focused informatics lab 
at the university. Based on the results 
obtained, the decision was made to 
move ahead with establishing the Lab. 

Strategic planning began in late 
2012, and the Lab “soft  launched” 
at the HiMSS Conference in March 
2013, where Dr. Cohen and oth-
ers met with 16 potential industry 
partners. Of these, 10 companies 
indicated that they wanted to explore 
possible collaborations in one or more 
IDL focus areas with DMICE. 

Since March, the IDL has brought 
many of these potential partners to 
OHSU for deeper discussions and to 
present “IDL Industry Leader Talks,” 
where these industry leaders have 
shared their perspectives on impor-
tant healthcare challenges, their pro-



From the Chair
Continued from Page 1

we do not have challenges before us. 
We have always been successful at 
carrying our core mission, and like 
all successful organizations, we will 
need to adapt to new realities. Go-
ing forward, however, we will need 
to be more creative and resourceful 
as funding for research and training 
becomes tighter and competitive. 
Although we are a mission-driven 
organization, we also need to meet 
the fi nancial sustainability that the 
university wants to see in all its pro-
grams. DMICE has weathered chal-

is the Informatics Discovery Lab 
(IDL). As the value of informatics is 
demonstrated throughout healthcare, 
personal health, research, and public 
health settings, there is a growing 
need for collaboration among aca-
demia, industry, healthcare delivery 
organizations, public health agencies, 
and others. Academic programs will 
lose their relevance if their eff orts are 
not aligned with the greater advance-
ment of the disciplines in which they 
work. Th ere are high expectations that 
informatics will signifi cantly improve 
healthcare and biomedical research. 
Th is will not be possible without 
academia closely collaborating with 
companies, health-related organiza-
tions, healthcare delivery systems, 
public health agencies, and other 
health stakeholders. Th e IDL will be 
a collaborative environment where 
students, teachers, and researchers, as 
well as representatives from health-
care delivery organizations, industry, 
and philanthropy, can partner in a 
variety of activities.

Part of that diversifi cation will 
involve philanthropy. We hope we 
can engage our colleagues, friends, 
and alumni to invest in DMICE. One 
major use of gift  funds will be for our 
students. We hope to increase the 
resources for student scholarships and 
for activities they can undertake, such 
as travel to meetings or career devel-
opment activities. Gift  funds can also 
provide needed investment in faculty 
to pursue new research and other 
areas of work. A form for giving is 
printed in this newsletter, or you can 
make your gift  online at www.ohsu.
edu/dmice/giving.

I remain optimistic for DMICE 
and the value that we bring to OHSU, 
the nation, and the world. Discover-
ing and applying new information 
and tools will be our critical con-
tribution going forward. I hope all 
students, faculty, staff , and supporters 
of DMICE will contribute to that mis-
sion going forward. ■
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fessional experiences, and the direc-
tion in which they believe informatics 
is headed. 

“Right now we’re developing 
external relationships that will lead to 
formal partnerships,” Dr. Cohen said. 
“It’s an iterative process – relation-
ships must be nurtured before they 
produce results.”

Th e IDL is also working to build 
partnerships with departments within 
OHSU that relate closely to the Lab’s 
mission – for example, Technology 
Transfer & Business Development 
and the OHSU Foundation, as well 
as some OHSU research groups that 
have closely aligned interests.

Other activities include a predic-
tive analytics service at OHSU as a 
partnership among several university 
units, including the IDL and the Cen-
ter for Health Systems Eff ectiveness. 
In the near future, the IDL plans to 
host a panel-format “think tank” dia-
logue  focused on predictive analytics 
and an interactive event focused on 
EHR usability.

With Dr. Cohen overseeing the 
IDL, a leadership team meets biweek-
ly to provide support and direction. 
Members include William Hersh, 
M.D., professor and chair; David 
Dorr, M.D., M.S., associate professor 
and vice chair; Shannon McWeeney, 

Ph.D., professor and head of the Divi-
sion of Bioinformatics and Com-
putational Biology; Robert Schuff , 
M.S., director of Clinical Research 
Informatics at the Oregon Clinical 
& Translational Research Institute; 
Judith Logan, M.D., M.S. , professor; 
and IDL program manager, Deborah 
Woodcock, M.B.A.

Dr. Hersh noted, “Th e IDL is 
critical to the future of our informat-
ics program. Not only will it help dis-
seminate the research and educational 
accomplishments of the department, 
but it will also diversify our fund-
ing sources. Based on our success in 
research and education, DMICE is 
poised to provide value to the entire 
informatics community while benefi t-
ting our faculty and attracting the best 
and brightest students.”

Over the next year, the IDL will 
work to establish at least three indus-
try strategic relationships or phil-
anthropic partnerships. Th e group 
also plans to implement a “sandbox” 
instance of the Epic EHR for DMICE 
informatics training, research and 
experimentation, as well as encourage 
entrepreneurship among students and 
faculty. A continuing goal is to create 
greater awareness of the Lab both 
externally and within OHSU. ■

lenges before, and I am confi dent we 
will adapt to this one.

During the recent good times, 
we managed to accumulate a modest 
fi nancial reserve, and we now intend 
to invest in the future of the depart-
ment. To that end, we plan to pursue 
new faculty recruitments in the three 
major areas of the department: clini-
cal epidemiology, clinical informat-
ics, and bioinformatics. We believe it 
is vitally important to invest now in 
new faculty who will carry DMICE 
forward into the future.

Another area where we are invest-
ing is in an initiative described in the 
lead story for this newsletter, which 
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Ronda Jean Adkins, Portland, OR

Saaema Alavi, Chicago, IL

Corneliu A. Antonescu, Fairbanks, AK

Charmydevine Macrianna Beane, 
San Jose, CA

Julie Anne Belleza, Littleton, CO

Barbara Blasko, Fallbrook, CA

Cora Sue Bosshart, Anchorage, AK

Jeff rey Lee Brandt, San Francisco, CA

Melanie Hart Buehler, Portland, OR

Julie Lynne Byars, Portland, OR

Vivien Lai-Fun Choi, Loma Linda, CA

Darius N. Clarke, Austin, TX

Crystal Evenstar Clearwater, Eugene, 
OR

Shamsi Rebecca Daneshvari, 
Albuquerque, NM

Lawrence D. Dardick, Los Angeles, CA

Christopher d’Autremont, 
West Linn, OR

Tatyana Evgenievna Drevaleva, 
Novosibirsk, Russia

Jan Drlik, Midland, MI

Tracy Edinger, Portland, OR

Kathleen Engstrom, Vancouver, WA

Madhumita Gangopadhyay, 
Portland, OR

Kelly A. Gossen, Newburg, OR

Daniel James Graham, Spring Lake, 
OR

Jonathan T. Gudman, Lake Oswego, 
OR

Elspeth Gygax, Bend, OR

Jodi M. Harper, Portland, OR

Margaret Ellen Henderson, 
Midlothian, VA

Timothy B. Hill, Portland, OR

Judi G. Hofman, Bend, OR

Larry W. Holder, Springfi eld, IL

Chelsea Amanda Hollingsworth, 
Portland, OR

Hanson Hsu, New York, NY

Jeremy Daniel Jalabert, Eugene, OR

JoAnn L. Jordon, South Hadley, MA

Meredith Susan Josephs, 
Washington, DC

Isolde Leonie Knaap, Salem, OR

Kerry Alan Knauss, Portland, OR

Molly G. Kneen, Eugene, OR

Arthur Donald Knepper, Portland, OR

Dianne M. Laumann, Cupertino, CA

Leah Marie Lewis, Murfreesboro, TN

Megan Marie Lien, Madison, WI

Rhonda Kay Luetkenhaus, Grand 
Island, NE

Patricia E. Martin, Fairview, OR

Robert E. Mohle, Villa Park, CA

Emily Mooney, Seattle, WA

Johanna Leigh Morton, Austin, TX

Sara Elisabeth Hayden Nash, 
Tucson, AZ

Mary J. O’Neill, Somerville, MA

Agwu O. Onuoha, Atlanta, GA

Kim Stalker Osborne, Louisville, KY

Elizabeth Marie Parker, Grayslake, IL

Edward Elisha Pesulima, Moreno 
Valley, CA

Dustin Michael Pezall, Lexington, SC

Katherine D. Pomeroy, Kapa’au, HI

Cynthia Miriam Rand, Rochester, NY

Kristen Marie Sandersen, Denver, CO

Aleen Lynn Saunders, Washington, DC

Melody S. Schniepp, Chatham, IL

Phillip C. Scott, Richmond, IN

Bradley G. Sinner, Madison, WI

Michelle Marie Smerek, Kannapolis, 
NC

Tara Leigh Smith, Pensacola, FL

Jerry Michael Stultz, Coon Rapids, 
MN

Lek P. Taylor, San Jose, CA

Michelle Sardernberg Tellez, 
Oakland, CA

Patricia A. Van Dyke, Portland, OR

Mini Spoorthi Sushma Velagapalli, 
Bellevue, WA

Raymond K. Whalen, Edmonds, WA

James Wiedower, Boyce, VA

Deborah Virginia Woodcock, 
Vancouver, WA

Sandhya Yanamadala, Chesterfi eld, 
MO ■

Biomedical Informatics 
Degrees in 2012-2013
Continued from Page 3

Dr. McDonagh will serve as 
principal investigator on a topic 
refi nement on reducing inappropriate 
antibiotic use in acute cough illness, 
which encompasses conditions 
including acute bronchitis, upper 
respiratory infection, acute 
respiratory infection, rhinitis, and 
the common cold. Th e project runs 
from September 9, 2013-March 7, 
2014, with an option for a subsequent 
systematic review. Dr. Buckley, Kevin 
Winthrop, M.D., M.P.H., associate 
professor of infectious diseases 
and ophthalmology, and Amy 
Cantor, M.D., assistant professor of 
family medicine and obstetrics and 
gynecology, are co-investigators.

Spectrum Research, Inc. will lead 
the task order for topic refi nement on 
catheter ablation for atrial fi brillation, 
running from September 12, 2103 
through March 11, 2014, with an 
option for a subsequent systematic 
review. Along with Dr. McDonagh, 

EPC Conducts Reviews
Continued from Page 5

the project will involve two 
investigators from Duke University.

With the UW Chase Alliance as 
the lead, the EPC, from September 
23, 2013-September 22, 2014, will 
assist the Patient Centered Outcomes 
Research Institute (PCORI) with de-
velopment of potential research topics 
in PCORI’s Improving Health Systems 
program area.

Finally, with professor and chair 
William Hersh, M.D., as principal 
investigator, the topic refi nement and 
systematic review on health informa-
tion exchange brings together investi-
gators from both sides of the depart-
ment.  Th e project runs from Septem-
ber 23, 2013 through May 22, 2015.

Dr. McDonagh summed up the 
recent spate of EPC awards: “It is very 
rewarding to have both our expertise 
in evidence review and the extensive 
capabilities of our new partnership be 
recognized in such a compelling way,” 
she said. “I think we can anticipate 
that our future as the Pacifi c North-
west EPC will be highly successful.” ■
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