
From Yang, M-N. (2015). A nursing academic word list. English for Specific Purposes, 37, 27-38.  1 
 

NURSING ACADEMIC WORD LIST 
analyze 

assess 

area 

affect 

adolescent 

approach 

appropriate 

available 

assist 

adjust 

adult 

alternative 

attribute 

anesthesia 

access 

acute 

attitude 

antibiotic 

analgesia 

abuse 

administer 

approximate 

adequate 

achieve 

artery 

author 

administrate 

aspect 

adhere 

alter 

accurate 

aware 

adapt 

aggression 

adverse 

abdomen 

assign 

assume 

attach 

aid 

apparent 

autonomy 

assure 

academy 

activate 

acknowledge 

allocate 

anticipate 

annual 

appraise 

acquire 

acid 

alert 

alcohol 

audit 

absorb 

angina 

aspirate 

ambulate 

abstract 

addict 

auditory 

anatomy 

admission 

advocate 

alleviate 

appreciate 

analogue 

ascertain 

attenuate 

benefit 

baseline 

barrier 

breast-feed 

bias 

brief 

burden 

bacteria 

clinic 

cancer 

consist 

conduct 

community 

criteria 

chronic 

conclude 

correlate 

category 

caregiver 

client 

cope 

consent 

compliance 

component 

cue 

communicate 

contribute 

consume 

contact 

complex 

cognition 

consequent 

context 

concept 

centimeter 

cervix 

culture 

contrast 

consult 

catheter 

cohort 

confirm 

capacity 

create 

challenge 

counsel 

competence 

coronary 

construct 

cell 

cannula 

checklist 

comment 

cycle 

comprehensive 

correspond 

considerable 

colleague 

chemotherapy 

constipation 

cite 

chart 

compress 

compute 

covariate 

coordinate 

comprise 

constant 

commence 

cluster 

conflict 

campaign 

core 

collaborate 

congruence 

clarify 

concentrate 

constitute 

convene 

capture 

capable 

confound 

consecutive 

circumstance 

county 
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couple  

concurrent 

compensate 

confidential 

caucasian 

certificate 

contaminate 

data 

demonstrate 

design 

discharge 

diagnose 

depress 

dose 

define 

diabetes 

drug 

distress 

demographic 

document 

detect 

despite 

diet 

dimension 

donate 

disorder 

distribute 

duration 

diary 

decline 

domain 

dense 

deficit 

deviate 

derive 

display 

disrupt 

diverse 

decade 

diminish 

drain 

disclose 

discrepancy 

deteriorate 

distinct 

development 

designate 

dynamic 

discriminate 

definite 

drama 

digit 

evaluate 

evident 

emotion 

exclude 

enhance 

efficacy 

establish 

expert 

estimate 

environment 

expose 

enroll 

eligible 

emergency 

ethic  

ensure 

ethnic 

emphasis 

emerge 

energy 

enable 

elevate  

error 

element 

engage 

encounter 

equip 

extract 

extubate 

eliminate 

episode 

epidemic  

external 

elicit 

economy 

explicit 

equate 

empower 

exhaust 

exert 

equivalent 

expand 

exceed 

exhibit 

electron 

endure 

evolve 

factor 

focus 

furthermore 

function 

facilitate 

fatigue 

figure 

final 

follow-up 

fracture 

fluid 

finance 

feedback 

facet 

formula 

fund 

framework 

feasible 

feature 

faculty 

foundation 

flexible 

format 

frustrate 

guideline 

gender 

grade 

goal 

generate 

globe 

glucose 

graduate 

geography 

hospice 

hypothesis 

hip  

headache 

highlight 

household 

hypertension 

hormone 

hence 

heterogeneous 

intervene 

indicate 

identify 

individual 

item 

infant 

interview 

investigate 

impact 

issue 

income 

intravenous 

internal 
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intense 

inflect 

initial 

intake 

interact 

index 

implement 

institute 

impair 

interpret 

injure 

initiate 

injection 

implicate 

immune 

induce 

incidence 

instruct 

interval 

incorporate 

illustrate 

isolate 

image 

inventory 

irritate 

inflame 

inhibit 

input 

integrate 

insight 

instance 

infuse 

insert 

invasive 

intermittent 

journal 

job 

kilogram 

locate 

lateral 

lesion 

laboratory 

link 

linear 

lifestyle 

longitudinal 

literate 

logistic 

label 

method 

medical 

major 

minor 

milliliter 

morbid 

mortality 

muscle 

mental 

milligram 

midwife 

monitor 

maintain 

modify 

marital 

mechanism 

millimeter 

maximize 

mobile 

malignant 

metabolic 

manipulate 

motive 

mediate 

manual 

mood 

minimal 

medication 

minimum 

minimize 

membrane 

magnitude 

modulate 

margin 

mandate 

normal 

negate 

nutrition 

nausea 

nerve 

norm 

neurology 

network 

nevertheless 

outcome 

occur 

obtain 

overall 

oral 

option 

objective 

occupy 

optimal 

odd 

obese 

ongoing 

onset 

oncology 

oxygen 

orient 

obvious 

obstruct 

outpatient 

participate 

perceive 

process 

physical 

proceed 

previous 

period 

professional 

positive 

potential 

predict 

pregnant 

pilot 

peripheral 

primary 

percent 

physician 

prior 

phase 

psychology 

project 

prevalent 

policy 

partner 

prescribe 

publish  

placebo 

proportion 

physiology 

practitioner 

prostate 

protocol 

pulmonary 

perspective 

phenomenon 

priority 

profile 

parameter 

peak 

placement 

persist 

pharmacology 

pediatric 
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prospect 

peer 

prolong 

pathology 

protein 

predominant 

preliminary 

personnel 

pathways 

plus 

precede 

principle 

panel 

principal 

pill 

publication 

progression 

pulse 

posture 

premature 

passive 

precise 

philosophy 

province 

prognosis 

portion 

probe 

questionnaire 

qualitative 

quantitative 

quit 

respond 

research 

require 

role 

ratio 

random 

recipient 

range 

reside 

rely 

rehabilitation 

relevant 

recruit 

referral 

renal 

remove 

regress 

reveal 

region 

respiratory 

routine 

recover 

resource 

restrict 

retrospect 

register 

regulate 

rotate 

revise 

rural 

radiate 

resolve 

retain 

release 

regimen 

reinforce 

relax 

replicate 

refine 

reverse 

recall 

rationale 

rigor 

receptor 

reject 

significant 

score 

symptom 

surgery 

similar 

specific 

status 

stress 

strategy 

statistic 

survey 

subscale 

select 

site 

stimulate 

seek 

sex 

survive 

structure 

session 

summary 

shift 

subsequent 

sufficient 

setting 

source  

spinal 

stable 

spouse 

subjective 

sedation 

supplement 

standardize 

stigma 

schedule 

sensation 

section 

syndrome 

suppress 

serum 

supervise 

sterile 

strain 

secure 

specialize 

series 

sustain 

suction 

scan 

somewhat 

spontaneous 

sum 

system 

software 

senior 

sequence 

spectrum 

self-esteem 

specify 

staff 

strengths 

scope 

therapy 

transplant 

technique 

tradition 

theory  

team 

target 

theme 

task 

threshold 

tissue 

tolerate 

trauma 

trend 

topic 

transit 

tumor 
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transcribe 

tense 

toxic 

transmit 

timing 

terminate 

treat 

tape 

tract 

trigger 

technical 

technology 

transport 

thorax 

temporal 

thereby 

undertake 

urine 

undergo 

utilize 

ulcer 

unique 

ultrasound 

urban 

ultimate 

underlie 

urgent 

voluntary 

vary 

verbal 

version 

visual 

valid 

volume 

vascular 

via 

visible 

vital 

verify 

vaccine 

vehicle 

ventilate 

vomit 

vulnerable 

vein 

victim 

whereas 

ward 

well-being 

withdraw 

workload 

 

 

 

 

 

 


