
(—THIS SIDEBAR DOES NOT PRINT—) 

DES IG N  G U IDE  
 

This PowerPoint 2007 template produces a 30”x40” presentation 

poster. You can use it to create your research poster and save valuable 

time placing titles, subtitles, text, and graphics.  

 

We provide a series of online tutorials that will guide you through the 

poster design process and answer your poster production questions. To 

view our template tutorials, go online to PosterPresentations.com 

and click on HELP DESK. 

 

When you are ready to print your poster, go online to 

PosterPresentations.com 

 

Need assistance? Call us at 1.510.649.3001 

 
 

QU ICK  START  
 

Zoom in and out 
 As you work on your poster zoom in and out to the level that is 

more comfortable to you. Go to VIEW > ZOOM. 

 

Title, Authors, and Affiliations 
Start designing your poster by adding the title, the names of the authors, and the 

affiliated institutions. You can type or paste text into the provided boxes. The 

template will automatically adjust the size of your text to fit the title box. You 

can manually override this feature and change the size of your text.  

 

TIP: The font size of your title should be bigger than your name(s) and institution 

name(s). 

 

 

 

 

Adding Logos / Seals 
Most often, logos are added on each side of the title. You can insert a logo by 

dragging and dropping it from your desktop, copy and paste or by going to INSERT 

> PICTURES. Logos taken from web sites are likely to be low quality when printed. 

Zoom it at 100% to see what the logo will look like on the final poster and make 

any necessary adjustments.   

 

TIP:  See if your school’s logo is available on our free poster templates page. 

 

Photographs / Graphics 
You can add images by dragging and dropping from your desktop, copy and paste, 

or by going to INSERT > PICTURES. Resize images proportionally by holding down 

the SHIFT key and dragging one of the corner handles. For a professional-looking 

poster, do not distort your images by enlarging them disproportionally. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Image Quality Check 
Zoom in and look at your images at 100% magnification. If they look good they will 

print well.  
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QU ICK  START ( con t . )  
 

How to change the template color theme 
You can easily change the color theme of your poster by going to the DESIGN 

menu, click on COLORS, and choose the color theme of your choice. You can also 

create your own color theme. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can also manually change the color of your background by going to VIEW > 

SLIDE MASTER.  After you finish working on the master be sure to go to VIEW > 

NORMAL to continue working on your poster. 

 

How to add Text 
The template comes with a number of pre-formatted 

placeholders for headers and text blocks. You can add 

more blocks by copying and pasting the existing ones or 

by adding a text box from the HOME menu.  

 

 Text size 
Adjust the size of your text based on how much content you have to present.  

The default template text offers a good starting point. Follow the conference 

requirements. 

 

How to add Tables 
To add a table from scratch go to the INSERT menu and  

click on TABLE. A drop-down box will help you select rows and 

columns.  

You can also copy and a paste a table from Word or another PowerPoint document. 

A pasted table may need to be re-formatted by RIGHT-CLICK > FORMAT SHAPE, 

TEXT BOX, Margins. 

 

Graphs / Charts 
You can simply copy and paste charts and graphs from Excel or Word. Some 

reformatting may be required depending on how the original document has been 

created. 

 

How to change the column configuration 
RIGHT-CLICK on the poster background and select LAYOUT to see the column 

options available for this template. The poster columns can also be customized on 

the Master. VIEW > MASTER. 

 

How to remove the info bars 
If you are working in PowerPoint for Windows and have finished your poster, save 

as PDF and the bars will not be included. You can also delete them by going to 

VIEW > MASTER. On the Mac adjust the Page-Setup to match the Page-Setup in 

PowerPoint before you create a PDF. You can also delete them from the Slide 

Master. 

 

Save your work 
Save your template as a PowerPoint document. For printing, save as PowerPoint or 

“Print-quality” PDF. 

 

Print your poster 
When you are ready to have your poster printed go online to 

PosterPresentations.com and click on the “Order Your Poster” button. Choose the 

poster type the best suits your needs and submit your order. If you submit a 

PowerPoint document you will be receiving a PDF proof for your approval prior to 

printing. If your order is placed and paid for before noon, Pacific, Monday through 

Friday, your order will ship out that same day. Next day, Second day, Third day, 

and Free Ground services are offered. Go to PosterPresentations.com for more 

information. 

 

Student discounts are available on our Facebook page. 

Go to PosterPresentations.com and click on the FB icon.  
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Problem: BCI R&D increasingly involves end users with severe 
disabilities as study participants. Those who experience 
communication limitations present challenges for 
 -Obtaining consent 
 -Giving instructions 
 -Requesting and receiving user feedback 
 -Being part of a user-centered design team.  
 

Solution: Augmentative and alternative communication (AAC) 
strategies and tools allow BCI researchers to communicate 
effectively with these individuals.  
 

Goal: To match AAC strategies with International Classification of 
Functioning, Disability & Health (ICF) [1] codes for standardized 
communication guidelines in all research tasks.  

Introduction 

Discussion 

AAC Strategies [2] 

           Unaided:                    Quick Access Tools:  

           - Eye blinks     - Eye gaze boards 
           - Gestures     - Alphabet boards 
           - Natural speech   - Laser pointer on word boards 
             

           High-tech tools: 

              -Speech-generating devices 
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Significance 

AAC strategies and tools support effective interactions between 
BCI researchers and people with severe communication 
impairments, aiding in the inclusion of potential end users in 
research tasks. International guidelines for AAC strategy 
implementation in all end-user research can be based on the ICF.  

AAC strategies have been used successfully in BCI research with 
18 individuals with communication limitations for: 
• Obtaining informed consent [3-6] 
• Participant screening [3] 
• Providing task instructions [4] 
• Qualitative interviews [5] 
• Soliciting user feedback [6] 
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Communication Strategies to Involve Potential 

Users in BCI Research 

ICF code(s) Communication strategies: how to apply with research participants 
b3: Voice and speech 
functions and/or 
b7: Movement-related 
functions 

 Learn participant’s yes/no responses. Ask him to “show me your yes” and “show me your no”. 
 Ask questions with clear yes/no answers. “Did you prefer setting A or setting B?” is not a yes/no question. 
 For multiple-choice questions, use partner-assisted scanning [2].  
 Present options one at a time, using multimodal input; wait for participant’s selection. 

b1: Cognitive function  Provide verbal and/or written cues. 
b2: Sensory functions  Use multimodal input when sharing information or asking questions: both written and spoken words. 
b167: Mental 
functions of language 
  

 Use multimodal input; write down key words. 
 Keep instructions and questions simple; rephrase if necessary. 
 For open-ended questions, offer response choices. 

Any of the above 
  
  
  
  
  
  

 Schedule study visits to allow adequate time for communication. 
 If complex responses or additional information are required, provide questions in written form and allow time 

before or after study sessions for participant to respond. 
 Two researchers attend each study visit. One focuses on system setup and software operation. One focuses 

exclusively on communicating with the participant. 
 Ensure that communication aids, glasses, hearing aids, or other sensory aids are available. 
 Establish participant’s signal for a rest break or to receive medical care. 
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